
  
 
 

ELECTIONS 2017 
 

APPLICATION FORM 
WPHNA Executive Committee 

 
 

This is the Application form for the 2017 WPHNA Elections.  
 
All queries about positions, the election process, or any other relevant matter, should be 
sent please in good time to secretariat@wphna.org. Please note that the deadline for 
candidates to send in their applications is Wednesday May 10th, 23.59 GMT. The 
incoming new EC members will take office on Thursday June 15th. For general 
information about the Association, including members of the EC and the Association’s aims 
and objectives, please visit www.wphna.org and read the Call for applications. 
 
 
1. Specification of roles and work  

General Secretary 
Responsible for the smooth running of the Association. Manage the executive 
secretariat including all formal administrative matters such as official correspondence, 
management of queries, etc; responsible for EC meetings – teleconference operational 
issues, agenda, agenda notes and reports of these meetings; ex officio member of all 
working groups; support to other Secretaries; responsible for statutes; operationalize 
the strategy and business plan ensuring targets and objectives are being met; 
responsible for overseeing elections; responsible for organizing Association annual 
report in liaison with other Secretaries and working groups. 
 
Treasurer 
Responsible for all aspects of financial affairs; convene the finance committee; report 
to council on financial matters; responsible for managing budgets for specific projects; 
convene the fund-raising committee; coordinate fund-raising activities across the 
Association; liaising with auditor; annual report through the general secretary to charity 
commission or equivalent; provide a full account of income and expenditure, with 
projections, to the EC; provide a fuller account to the annual meeting of all members; 
support Membership Secretary to keep membership database up-to-date; support to the 
Conferences Secretary in what regards congress funding. 

 
Membership secretary  
Responsible for all aspects of membership and management of the membership system 
(including day-to-day contact with members, issuing of certificates, liaison with 
Treasurer regarding payment records, update of membership database, etc) and 
recruitment of new members. 
 



  
 
Projects and Policy Secretary 
Co-ordinates all Association projects for which convenors have direct responsibility. 
Supports project convenors in their work. Takes special responsibility for the 
Association’s strategic plan especially inasmuch as this relates to projects. Seeks new 
projects within the Association’s capabilities that are liable to prove important, 
influential, and sources of income.  

 
The successful candidates will have at least some of the following desirable qualifications. 
Please respond to these points in the order shown in your application below.  
 
 
2. Desired qualifications  
 

• Proven leadership in a professional or civil society organisation 
• Proven accomplishment in the fields of public health and nutrition 
• Proven record of international network building and development 
• Proven record for delegating responsibility to colleagues  
• Professional experience in at least two continents  
• Proven ability to raise funds 
• Record of achievement as a member of the Association’s governing body 
• Knowledge of or experience in associated fields 
• Written and oral fluency in at least two common languages including English 
• Sustained record of presentations and publications in the field  

 
See next page for the Application Form.  



  
 

 
3. Application Form   
 
I am a candidate for the Executive Committee of the World Public Health Nutrition 
Association. I understand and accept the points made in this and the call for candidates 
document. I am a paid-up member of the Association at the time of sending this document. I 
qualify for the position in the terms set out above. I confirm that I can commit the time 
indicated in the call for candidates. I have no conflicting or competing interests that would 
disqualify me (see Annex I), and accept that in the event of any disagreement on this point 
the decision of the Executive Committee is final.  
 
I hereby apply to be a member of the Executive Committee. 

 
 
Name: Vanessa Garcia Larsen 
 
Current employment/position: Assistant Professor in Human Nutrition 
 
One previous employment/position: Post-Doctoral Fellow Imperial College London & 
Associate Director UKCSRT Programme, Harvard Medical School  
  
Email address: vgla@jhu.edu 
 
Date: 10.05.2017 

 
 
I hereby apply for one of the following posts on the Executive Committee (tick the 
appropriate box). 
 
☒President 
☐General Secretary 
☐Treasurer 
☐Membership Secretary 
☐Projects and Policy Secretary 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
If I am not elected to the post specified above, I wish to be considered to be co-opted for 
another position, as specified in the statement following here.   
☐Yes. Please state which position:   

☒No  



  
 
Please now fill in the form that follows. The length of what you write (including the 
headings in the form) should not exceed 1,250 words. In ‘my qualifications’ please respond 
to the desired qualifications in the order as shown above, with a paragraph for each item.  
Please fill in all the boxes below as requested. If you do not, your application may be 
disqualified. Do not attach other information. 
 
My response to desirable qualifications above: 
 

C Since the beginning of my PhD (King’s College London, 2006) I joined the Nutrition Society (UK) and was an active 
member during the years of doctoral training and as a Post-Doctoral Fellow. In 2017, I became Assistant Professor in 
Human Nutrition at Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. Encouraged by my interest to keep abreast 
with public health nutrition in the US led me to become a member of the American Society of Nutrition. Although I 
have not held an Executive Committee position in either of these scientific societies, I have acquired a deep 
understanding of the issues that matter to their members. I have led a number of other initiatives embedded within 
scientific societies or scientific steering committees. Since 2010, I am a Task Force Member within the European 
Academy of Allergy and Clinical Immunology (EAACI). In this role, I have led several pieces of work to inform the 
society and its members on the scientific evidence to support an association between diet, lifestyle and respiratory 
diseases. I have co-chaired numerous symposiums within EAACI, and have co-lead or participated in several summer 
school programmes for its members. Since 2016 I am Chair of the Diet Working Group within one of the multi-
national European studies I collaborate on. In this role, I lead an international group of academics, where we decide 
the strategic priorities for research and analyses, and dissemination plan of the results. I am also part of the scientific 
steering committee of a multi-national study (the DIET-HD cohort study). I have been Guest Faculty at Harvard 
Medical School since 2013, and in 2014 I was invited to become the Associated Director of one of their international 
educational programmes (Global Clinical Scholars Research Training) in the UK. In this role, I was responsible for 
setting up and ensuring the success of the first version of the programme. Amongst multiple managerial and logistic 
duties, I liaised with the Royal College of Physicians (London) to ensure that the programme was feasible and within 
the national academic scope of teaching for medical doctors and scientists, developed the curriculum in collaboration 
with Harvard colleagues, and supervised all the practical aspects of the programme to ensure a timely delivery and 
completion of each of the educational milestones. Between 2007 and 2016 I served at Imperial College’s Residential 
Committee, and was responsible for the welfare and educational support of over 1,200 undergraduate students during 
this period. I was awarded the President’s Award in Excellence in 2011 and 2016. 
 
Public health nutrition is the pivot of my academic work. As a Nutritionist with several postgraduate qualifications in 
public health and nutrition, I have dedicated the last ten years of my career to investigate the role of diet on non-
communicable diseases (NCDs). In particular, my research has focused on respiratory, allergic, and autoimmune 
diseases, though I also collaborate with several international networks investigating early life risk factors for health 
status later in life, and other diseases.  I am the original author of a food frequency questionnaire (FFQ) that was 
designed to overcome the limitation of lack of international comparability in dietary data between studies. This work 
has enabled me to establish multiple collaboration links with public health researchers and nutritionists in Asia, 
Europe, Africa, and Latin America. In 2013 I was commissioned by the UK Food Standards Agency (FSA; the national 
UK government funded organisation for food policy), to examine the scientific evidence on maternal and infant dietary 
intake and the risk of allergic and auto-immune diseases later in life (www.food.gov.uk/science/research/allergy-
research/fs305005). This is the most comprehensive systematic review ever carried out in this field, with over 1,000 
papers fully reviewed and analysed, and was completed in March 2017. Our findings serve as the basis for the UK 
Department of Health to produce national guidelines in 2017 on feeding practices for the prevention of allergic 
diseases. Since the publication of some of the results of our work, several scientific societies around the world are 
modifying their guidelines. I also collaborate in several multi-national population-based studies across Europe and in 
Low and Middle Income Countries (LMICs) investigating the modulating role of diet and related lifestyle risk factors on 
respiratory diseases.  
 
 



  
 
 

 
 
 
My vision for the Association: 

I believe I can contribute to make the WPHNA stronger, more visible, and more engaged with the society in 
general, and with specific stakeholders in particular. I see the WPHNA as the key point of reference for any 
matters related to public health nutrition, and as a voice for nutritionists, and public health scientists. My 
experience in low and middle income countries has shown me that public health nutrition is still under 
represented. I would like to support the EC to revive the World Nutrition Journal as an excellent source for 
international studies on public health nutrition, and to build on from the inspirational work done by our Past 
Presidents to position the WPHNA as a Think Tank in the field, and to continue advocating to put the 
Association in the limelight of global agendas. I believe that my qualifications and role within Johns Hopkins 
School of Public Health, and my collaborations with Harvard Medical School and other top institutions could 
also be a strong source of support for the WPHNA.  
 

 
My academic work has allowed me to create important collaborations with colleagues from around the 
world. In Morocco for example, I co-led an initiative to host the first National Conference in Nutritional 
Epidemiology (Fez, September 2014).  This provided a basis to empower professionals and scientists from 
the MAGRHEB region to organise their knowledge capacity and to improve the existing facilities to do 
research relevant to public health nutrition. I also have strong collaborative links with the National Institute 
of Nutrition (NIN, Hyderabad) in India.  Thanks to the structure of two of the European cohort studies I 
collaborate with at Imperial College London, I have longstanding and ongoing collaborative links with 
universities and non-profit organisations in most countries around Europe, and have an in-depth 
understanding of the issues concerning governance, funding and public health priorities in the EU and the 
European Commission.  
 
My recent appointment at Johns Hopkins School of Public Health will also strengthen my collaboration with 
academic, governmental and non-profit organisations in South East Asia and Latin America, and I am 
working in close collaboration with several UN Offices. 
 
As an academic, I am acutely aware of the importance of securing funds. To date, I have raised over £600k 
in funding (small and larger grants, awards, scholarships). I believe that having a strong international 
network of collaborators will facilitate securing further funding in the future, and that this could also benefit 
WPHNA. I have supervised students, post-doctoral fellows, visiting academics, and have mentored many 
graduates.   
 
Much of the work I am involved in being published in per-reviewed journals. I have over 30 publications in 
per reviewed journals, and two book chapters (one on nutritional habits of Indigenous children in Chile, 
and another one about the socio-economic factors influencing the Mediterranean/Traditional diet in 
Morocco). I have presented my work in scientific conferences for the past ten years, and have been 
awarded prizes for the best presentation in several of them. I am also regularly invited as Speaker to 
national and international scientific conferences. In the past two years, I have been invited as Chair to 
several symposiums within the major European scientific conferences. The recent output of my research 
has been published in some of the highest impact journals in medicine, including JAMA and BMJ. As an 
Outreach Ambassador at Imperial College, I have also led multiple initiatives in translational medicine to 
teach nutrition and science to the general public.  In Latin America, I lead several initiatives to improve our 



  
 
 
My strengths other than stated above (up to three): 

 
 
 
 
My weaknesses (up to three): 

 
My conflicting or competing interests (if none say ‘None’; see Annex I) 

 
 
 

 

My experience leading or being part of different teams of professionals from very different cultural 
backgrounds is in my view, an asset. I have academic and other institutional collaborators from 
low, middle and high income countries, which I believe would help strengthen WPHNA. I believe I 
have strong communicational and negotiating skills to represent and align the interests of the 
members and those of the Association. I collaborate with several senior offices in nutrition around 
the world and I believe this would facilitate advocating for the ethos and principles of the WPHNA. 

I do not have a direct involvement with UN offices yet. However, my current academic position will 
enable me to do this and to facilitate the links and collaborations between the UN and WPHNA  
 
I might be considered young for the position of President, however I see this as a positive trait 
given my expertise in public health nutrition and with previous positions at the level of Chair or 
Director, or as a member of a University Committee. 
. 

None 



  
 

Annex I 

Conflicting and competing interests 
 
 
The Association principles and policies include commitment to ethical practices and 
transparency. Conflicting or competing interests may or may not be bars to membership of 
the Executive Committee, but must be declared. The general guide is to disclose any 
interests that if disclosed by a third party might cause reasonable adverse comment, 
embarrassment, or other difficulty. If in doubt please include possible interests. These are 
not only financial. They include: 
 

• Employment by or paid or other substantial association with any food, drink, arms, 
tobacco or pharmaceutical industry corporation or any representative or associated 
organisation.  

• Membership of or association with any non-profit and charitable organisation whose 
governing body has more than 25 per cent of its members employed by or associated 
with any corporation or organisation as indicated above. 

 
Potential conflicting or competing interests include:  
 

• Employment and other relevant paid activities  

Any current employment, consultancy, directorship, or other including honorary 
positions or association at any substantial level. 

• Project funding and research grants 

Consultancies, grants or honoraria for or in support of research, support to attend 
conferences and meetings, or to cover travel and accommodation.  

• Stocks, donations, gifts  

Stockholding, donations, gifts and other benefits that may be relevant. 

• Other interests  

Anything else you would like to disclose. 

 
 

 
 


